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The order of the doing of these mitzvot (commandments) on the night of the fifteenth is thus: At the beginning,
they mix' a cup for each and every person, and he? blesses "who creates the fruit of the vine," and says kiddush
hayom?® and "the time"* on it5 and he drinks (as do the others), and then he blesses "(Blessed are You . . . and
commanded us) regarding washing the hand" and he washes his hands.® And they’ bring a set tray, and upon it
(there is) marror, another vegetable, matzah,® charoseth, the body of the Passover lamb,* and the meat of the
chagigah (festival offering) of the fourteenth.’* Nowadays, they bring on the tray two kinds of meat, one as a
reminder of the paschal offering, and one as a reminder of the chagigah.

! Ancient wines were diluted in order to become properly drinkable.

2 Le. the leader of the seder. Note that often throughout this Chapter Maimonides uses verbs in the masculine singular, though they
presumably mean that everyone at the seder does what is being described.

3 Kiddush Hayom, AKA "Kiddush", "the Sanctification of the Day", is a blessing sanctifying the given Shabbat or holiday. Normally,
when one says a blessing on food or drink, one says the blessing and then eats or drinks. In Kiddush, one says the blessing on the
wine, but delays drinking until after the kiddush hayom is recited, thus making the wine part of the sanctification of the day.

4 L.e. shehecheyanu, which thanks God for bringing us to this time.

5> See footnote above re: Kiddush Hayom. Here, the wine becomes the context both for kiddush hayom and shehecheyanu.

¢ Saying a blessing before washing for the vegetable is consistent with ancient hagadah manuscripts, per Daniel Goldschmidt, Hagadah
shel Pesach, p.7. See also Maimonides Laws of Blessings 6:1-2. Per Goldschmidt, this was also Rashi’s opinion, and the opinion of all
of the early medieval Rabbis (Geonim). Per Goldschmidt, this was also Rashi’s opinion, and the opinion of all of the early medieval
Rabbis (Geonim). This washing is required because Rabbi Oshaya in Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 115a says that one must wash
hands before eating anything dipped into a liquid (Wine, blood, olive oil, milk, dew, bee honey, and water). Over time, this washing
became less observed, although it remained a part of the seder. Perhaps because they were not familiar with the halachic origins of this
washing of the hands, many people developed the practice of not saying a blessing before washing their hands for the green vegetable.
The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 473:6) also says not to say a blessing on this washing. Personally, I say a blessing before this
washing of the hands.

7 The servants, presumably.

8 As to the number of matzas used, see below Halacha 6.

9 As will be the case throughout this chapter, Maimonides first describes how the seder would be done were there a Temple and
Paschal sacrifices, and then tells us what we do in absence of that situation.

10 Note the function of the seder plate is more than ceremonial. It is the tray of food that will make up the person's meal, complete with
all those items that must be eaten on Passover. Maimonides pictures each person at the meal having their own seder plate, which is
also indicated in Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 115b.
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He starts and blesses "(Blessed . . .) who creates the fruit of the earth," and takes [a] vegetable and dips it in
charoseth!! and eats an olive's bulk, he and all those reclined with him (i.e. those participating in the seder), each
and every one does not eat less than an olive's bulk.”> Then they remove the tray from before only the reader® of
the Hagadah, and we mix the second cup, and here the son asks (questions about the seder), and the reader says
"How different is this night than all other nights." On all other nights we don't dip even once, this night we dip
twice. On all nights we eat chamet or matzah, tonight [we eat] all matzah. On all nights we eat meat that is
roast, stewed, or boiled, tonight [we eat] all roast [meat]. On all other nights we eat all vegetables, on this night
[we eat] merorim. On all nights we eat either sitting or reclining, tonight we are all reclining."
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Nowadays, he does not say "this night all roast," because we do not have sacrifice. And he begins [to tell the
story of Passover| with denigration until he finishes expounding the entire [paragraph of] "an Aramean enslaved
my father."'s

1 Today, we use salt water. Maimonides charoseth recipe is given in "Laws of Chametz and Matzah" 7:11 and includes chopped
dates, dry figs or raisins with vinegar and spices.
12 Generally, all mitzvot that involve eating require that one eats at least enough of the food involved that would be equivalent to the
volume of an olive. Many modern Hagadahs say to eat less than an olive’s bulk. However, Goldschmidt notes that most of the ancient
hagadas included a grace to be said after karpas, which would only be said if a person ate an olive’s bulk. Others concluded that we
should not eat an olive's size of the vegetable, so as not to ruin our appetite for the Matzah to come. Personally, I follow Maimonides
on this matter.
13 Talmud Pesachim 115b mentions taking the seder plate away from the one who recites the hagadah as a ploy to pique the interest of
children.
4 Note that for Maimonides, it is the leader of the seder who recites Mah Nishtanah in order to point out to children the different
rituals of the night. The Babylonian Talmud in Pesachim 115b also indicates that if children have already asked why this night is
different, then Mah Nishtanah need not be recited. The current practice of having children recite the Mah Nishtanah is probably
halachically fine, since in any event the children are asking questions. However, children should be encouraged to ask more than just
the "stock" questions.
15 Maimonides' reference is to the section of the Hagadah that discusses the verses of Deuteronomy 26:5-8, which is a brief history of
the Israelites going to, and leaving from Egypt. This discussion is one of the more vital parts of the hagadah. Discussing Deut. 26:5-8
is mentioned in Mishnah in Pesachim (BT Pesachim 116a., Mishnah 10:4).
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And he brings back the table and he says's: "This paschal offering which we eat, [we eat] because there the
omnipresent passed on the houses of our ancestors in Egypt, as it says, 'And you shall say it is a paschal offering
to God etc.""” And he raises the marror in his hand and says: "this marror that we eat [we eat] because the
Egyptians embittered (merreru) the lives of our ancestors in Egypts, as it says: 'And they embittered their
lives.""® And he raises the matzah in his hand and says: "This matzah that we eat [we eat] because the dough of
our ancestors did not have enough [time] to leaven before the King of Kings, the Holy One, Blessed is He
appeared to them and saved them immediately, as it says 'and they baked the dough that they took out of
Egypt.""® And nowadays, he says " "The paschal offering which our ancestors would eat when the Temple was
in existence [they would eat] because there the omnipresent passed on the houses of our ancestors," etc.
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And he says, "Therefore, we are obligated to thank, praise, laud, glorify, honor, to raise up, magnify and acclaim
the one who did for our ancestors all these miracles and took us out from slavery to freedom, from despair to
joy, from darkness to great light, and we will say before him: HalleluY-ah (praise God) HalleluY-ah, praise oh
servants of the LORD" etc. through "a flintstone into flowing water.">? And he concludes, "Blessed are You
A-donay Our God, Sovereign of the universe, who redeemed us and redeemed our ancestors and brought us to
this day to eat matzah and marrors," and nowadays he ads, "so too A-donay our God and God of our ancestors,
(may you) bring us to holidays and other pilgrimages that come to great us in peace, happy in the building of
your city (Jerusalem) and joyful in your worship, and we will eat there from the sacrifices and paschal offerings
whose blood will reach the walls of your altar by your will, and we will thank you with a new song for our
redemption and the saving of our souls. Blessed are You A-donay, Redeemer of Israel' And he blesses
"(Blessed are You . . . ) who creates the fruit of the vine" and drinks the second cup.

16 This halacha tells us about mentioning the three items which Rabban Gamliel (Mishnah Pesachim 10:5, BT 116a-b) says must be
mentioned at the seder - the Passover offering, the Matzah and the marror. Most of this Halacha is a quote from the Mishnah. Lifting
the matzah and marror while talking about them is mentioned by in the Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 116b: "Rava said: The matsah,
he needs to raise it. And bitter herbs, he needs to raise it. Meat he does not need to raise it, and moreover it would appear as if he eats

sacrifices outside [the Temple]."
17 Exodus 12:27. The complete verse reads: " 280 302 Nx) D80 NN 1912 DN HNIY? 122502 HY NDI YN /N2 NIN NDI NI DNYONY
NNHRYN 0YD TP And you shall say it is a paschal offering to the LORD who passed over the houses of Israel in Egypt when he struck
the Egyptians and spared our houses and the nation bowed and prostrated.”
18 Exodus 1:14.
19 Exodus 12:39. The complete verse reads: " @nnnning 192 N9 D191 1UT) 2 NN XD D NIND MY DIIXNN INOKIN IYN PN NN INN
DY YWy XY N8 D)) And they baked their dough which they took out of Egypt into matzas because it id not leaven, because the
Egyptians chased them and they could not wait, nor had they made themselves any provisions."
20 T.e. he recites Psalms113-114, the first two paragraphs of Hallel.
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Afterward, he blesses "(Blessed are You . . . and commanded us) regarding washing the hand" and he washes
his hands a second time because he distracted his attention? during the time of the reading of the Hagadah, and
he takes two loaves and breaks one of them and places the piece into the whole and blesses "(Blessed are You . .
.) who brings forth bread from the earth." And why does he not bless on two loaves like on the other holidays,
because it states "poor bread,"?? just as a pauper's manner is with broken [bread,] so to here (we eat) with
broken [bread]. And then he sandwiches matzah and marror as one and dips them in charoseth and blesses
"Blessed are You A-donay our God Sovereiign of the Universe who sanctified us through His commandments
and commanded us regarding eating matzah and marror and eats them. And if he eats the matzah on its own
and the marror on its own, he blesses on this one individually and that one individually.

Halacha #7 t Navn
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Then he blesses "Blessed are You, A-donai our God, Sovereign of the Universe, who sanctified us through His
commandments and commanded us regarding the eating of the sacrifice" and he first eats of the meat of the
chagigah (festival offering) of the fourteenth, and he blesses "Blessed are You, A-donai our God, Sovereign of
the Universe, who sanctified us through His commandments and commanded us regarding the eating of the
Paschal offering" and he eats from the body of the Paschal offering, and the blessing on the Paschal offering
does not exempt [one from the need to say the blessing] on the sacrifice (i.e. the chagigah), nor does [the
blessing] on the sacrifice exempt [one from the need to say the blessing] on the Paschal offering.

21 From keeping his hands in a state of purity.

22 Deuteronomy 16:3. The complete verse reads: " WnN7 DN YN0 NN 111N 7D %Y DNZ NINND PIY YINA DM NYIY NN PIY HINN ND
P02 YD 01N NN JNNY 09 NX 9510 Do not eat upon it (the Passover offering) chametz, for seven days you shall eat upon it
matzas, poor bread, because you left from Egypt in haste, [eat matzas] so that you may remember the day of your departure from Egypt
all the days of your life." Ironically, one could argue that having two and a half matzot makes us look even richer than on other
Shabbats and Yom Tovs. Note that the Vilna Ga'on also ruled to have only 1 and a half matzot.
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Nowadays, where there is no sacrifice, after he blesses "who brings forth bread" (i.e. the blessing for eating
bread or matzah), he continues and blesses "[ . . . and commanded us regarding] the eating of the matzah," and
he dips his matzah in charoseth? and eats, and he continues and blesses "[ . . . and commanded us regarding] the
eating of the marror," and he dips maror in charoseth and eats, and he should not keep it (the marror) in the
charoseth lest it lose its flavor, and this is a commandment from the scribes,>* and he continues and sandwiches
matzah and marror and dips it in charoseth and eats [the sandwich] without a blessing®, as a reminder of the
Temple.

Halacha #9 v NaYNn
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Then he continues with his meal and eats whatever he wants to eat, and drinks whatever he wants to drink, and
in the end he eats from the meat of the Paschal offering, even if [he only eats] an olive's bulk, and he does not
taste anything else after it. And nowadays, he eats an olive's bulk of matzah and does not taste anything else
after it, so that it be the end of his meal and the taste of the meat of the Paschal offering or the matzah should be
in his mouth, since eating it is the mitzvah (commandment).

Halacha #10 » NaYn
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Then one washes his hands and blesses the Grace After Meals on a third cup, and he drinks (the third cup), and
then he mixes a fourth cup and completes the Hallel?>® and says the "blessing of the song," which is "May all your
creations praise You," etc. and he blesses "who creates the fruit of the vine," [and drinks the wine] and afterward
does not taste anything the whole night except water. And one may mix a fifth cup to say the "great Hallel,">
which is from "Give praise to the LORD for He is good until "by the rives of Babylon," but this cup is not an
obligation like the four cups. And one may finish the Hallel in any place, even if it is not the place of the meal.

23 This is a matter of some controversy. Some argue that the matzah should be eaten plain. Those who say that you should have have
something on the matzah follow the Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 40a which says that one should not break bread without having
something to put on the bread (especially necessary for matzah, which is fairly tasteless). Rabbi Yosef Karo, the Sephardi voice in the
Shulchan Aruch mentions dipping the matzah in salt, while the Ashkenazi voice, Rabbi Moshe Isserless says not to (Orach Chayim

475:1).. I side with Maimonides and the Rabbi Karo.

24 L.e., the eating of marror is a rabbinic, rather than a biblical commandment today. This is per BT Pesachim 120a that the only times
that the Torah mentions eating marror is when it says to eat marror with matzah and the Paschal offering. Therefore, it is reasoned
that without the Paschal offering, there is no Torah requirement to eat marror, whereas Matzah remains a biblical commandment

because Exodus 12:18 mentions eating Matzah without mentioning the Paschal offering.

% I.e. the sandwich is eating without saying a blessing "[ . . . and commanded us regarding]" as is required before doing most mtizvot.
The sandwich is not considered a requirement, but rather a symbolic act, reminding us of the way the Paschal offering would be eaten
in a sandwich with matzah and marror.

26 Which was begun before the meal, see Halacha #5

27 Note that it is common practice today to not drink the fourth cup of wine until after the Great Hallel.
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In places where they are practiced® to eat roast [meat] on Passover evening we eat [roast meat], in places where
they are practiced not to eat meat [roasted meat], we do not eat roasted meat, a decree lest one say "it is the
Paschal offering" (that the person is eating). And in any event, it is forbidden to eat a whole roasted sheep all
together as one on this evening since it appears as he is eating holy food (i.e. the Paschal offering) outside [the
Temple in Jerusalem], and if it were cut up or he stewed one of the limbs and it is attached, this is permitted in
the places where they are practiced [to eat roast meat].
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One who does not have wine on Passover eve makes kiddush on bread (i.e. matzah) just as he does on Shabbat
and does everything in this order.? One who has no other vegetable, only marror, at the beginning he makes
two blessings on the marror, "Who creates the fruit of the earth,” and "[ . . . and commanded us] regarding the
eating of the marror," and eats, and when he finishes the Hagadah (i.e. the telling of the story of leaving Egypt,"
he blesses on the matzah and eats it and then continues and eats of the marror without a blessing.

Halacha #13 ) Navn
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One who only has an olive's bulk of watched over matzah®, after he completes his meal with matzah that was
not watched, he blesses "[ . . . and commanded us] regarding the eating of the matzah" and eats that olives bulk
and does not taste anything after it.*!

Note: The final Halacha in Chapter 8, which deals with what happens if one falls asleep during the seder is
omitted from this compilation.

2 Nahagu, from the same word as minhag is sometimes used to denote common practice and sometimes used to denote halachic
instructions given by the local rabbinic authority.

2 I.e. the rest of the seder is carried out in the order indicated above.

3 1.e. matzah shemurah. Matzah made of wheat that was watched since it was cut, as opposed to being guarded from the time that it
was ground..

31 T.e. the blessing regarding eating matzah would not be said in this scenario until the Afikoman is eaten, since the mitzvah of matzah
is done with shemurah matzah, and we ahve this matzah eaten last, so its taste remains in our mouth.
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